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19 March 2011
ACCESS FOR ALL

The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 was replaced by the Equality Act on 1 October 2010. The DDA has become well accepted in the construction industry and the Guild of Architectural Ironmongers (GAI) is keen to advise specifiers that the new legislation which replaces it will not affect the way in which doors and access is designed to allow Access for All.

1 October 2010 saw the new Equality Act come into force, consolidating 116 different pieces of equality legislation, 35 Acts of parliament, 52 Statutory Instruments, numerous Codes of Practice and 16 EC Directives and Recommendations including the Disability Discrimination Act 1995. 
The introduction of the Equality Act, in reality, changes very little for specifiers with regards to doors and building access which still falls under the auspices of BS8300 and Approved Document M. In 2009 a revised version of the Code of Practice for BS8300 was published offering guidance on specifying architectural ironmongery and doors, including handrail design and fixing, clear widths through doorways, the design of vision panels, and manual door opening and closing furniture. 
 Specifiers looking for further guidance on the complex area Accessibility for All should consult a qualified Architectural Ironmonger. A full list of member companies of the GAI is available at www.gai.org.uk
The Guild of Architectural Ironmongers represents the majority of architectural ironmongers in the UK as well as the leading manufacturers of architectural ironmongery and is dedicated to raising standards and encouraging best practice in all aspects of the sector. Its three-year Education programme, which leads to a Diploma in Architectural Ironmongery sets a benchmark for excellence in the construction industry and the GAI is committed to developing and training AIs continuously throughout their careers.
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