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5 May 2011
WINNERS OF THE 2011 GAI SPECIFICATION AWARDS ANNOUNCED

The Guild of Architectural Ironmongers (GAI) has announced the winners of its 2010/11 Architectural Ironmongers Specification Awards. Managed by the GAI in conjunction with the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), the awards are designed to identify and reward excellence in the specification of architectural ironmongery. For the first time ever, a supreme “Winner of Winners” was selected out of the five category winners with Laidlaw Solutions scooping this top prize for its Rose Lodge residential centre in Tyne & Wear.
A panel of judges – drawn from respected architects and AIs –inspected and assessed each building, adjudicating on the scheme’s beauty, fitness for purpose, functionality, correct specification and originality, looking for excellence in ironmongery – projects which go beyond the ordinary to exceed expectations.

Presentation of the Awards took place at the Ironmongers’ Hall, home of the Worshipful Company of Ferroners, in the City of London on 30 March 2011 and were made as follows:

Public Health Buildings Category and overall “Winner of Winners”

Winner: Rose Lodge

Architect: MAAP

Architectural Ironmonger: Laidlaw Solutions Ltd
Public Education Buildings

Winner: University of Sheffield, Jessop West building

Architect: RMJM

Architectural Ironmonger: Allgood plc

Commercial Buildings

Winner: Agricultural Centre (Harrogate)

Architect: P+HS Architects

Architectural Ironmonger: Em-B Solutions Ltd
Hospitality/Residential Buildings

Winner: Verta Hotel

Contractor: Weston Homes plc

Architectural Ironmonger: John Planck Ltd

International Buildings

Winner: Central Market Souq

Architect: Foster & Partners

Architectural Ironmonger: The Silvershore Trading Company LLC

Speaking at the awards ceremony, GAI President Andrew Hall commented, “Our biennial awards have become a watchword in our industry for quality and excellence, particularly since they are specifically designed to recognise the input of both the AI and the architect, working together to create ironmongery schemes that are both beautiful, practical and above all, safe”
“To an outsider door hardware may seem like a pretty insignificant part of the fabric of a building – an afterthought almost. But those of us who know and practise this trade know differently. The way in which the ironmongery allows a door to function is critical to the success of the whole building’s security, safety and accessibility.  A door which works efficiently on all these levels, as well as being pleasing to the eye and hand, sets the tone for the whole structure” he continued.  

The awards emphasise the importance of qualified and experienced AIs as the driving force in creating ironmongery schedules that are technically correct. This in turn gives architects and clients the peace of mind of knowing that they have minimised their own exposure to risk by ensure that a qualified ironmonger – preferably a RegAI – has supervised the writing and sign-off of schedule.

The Guild of Architectural Ironmongers represents the majority of architectural ironmongers in the UK as well as the leading manufacturers of architectural ironmongery. The Guild also administers the benchmark qualifications for professional architectural ironmongers and is dedicated to raising standards and encouraging best practice in all aspects of the sector.
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