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AWARDS AND NEW CHAIRMAN ANNOUNCED AT AGM
The Institute of Architectural Ironmongers (IAI) held its AGM in Derby in February. The AGM saw IAI National Chairman Paul Spencer hand over the reins of Chairman to new incumbent Andy Matthews of HOPPE UK for the next two years, plus the presentation of three prestigious awards to honour some of the IAI’s leading figures. The Institute of Architectural Ironmongers is the individual membership section of the Guild of Architectural Ironmongers (GAI). 

Three awards were made at the AGM in recognition of outstanding contributions to the industry and IAI. The inaugural GAI Trophy for services to the Institute of Architectural Ironmongers was awarded to Andy Howland, Sales Director at GEZE UK, a past National Chairman of the Institute and long-time supporter of the organisation. He was presented with his trophy by GAI President Andrew Hall. This year’s Paul Lewis trophy for customer service, sponsored by Royde and Tucker, was won by Cheryl Baker, also from GEZE UK. These two prizes were given after the recipients had been nominated and voted for by their peers. The Institute Executive committee also recognised Shaun Brown, a long-time supporter of the IAI with Fellowship of the organisation. Shaun completed a hat trick of prizes for GEZE whose staff swept the board at this year’s awards. 

Commenting on the departure of Paul Spencer as IAI Chairman, GAI Chief Executive Gary Amer said, “Paul has been involved with the Institute at Executive Committee level for many years and was instrumental in setting up the very successful South Central branch. This is testimony to his belief in the Institute and we thank him for his dedication and commitment, and wish him every success with his business”.

The Institute of Architectural Ironmongers AGM was sponsored by ??? and was attended by AIs from across the UK.

The Guild of Architectural Ironmongers represents the majority of architectural ironmongers in the UK as well as the leading manufacturers of architectural door and window hardware. The GAI also administers the benchmark qualifications for professional architectural ironmongers and is dedicated to raising specification standards and encouraging best practice in all aspects of this sector. For more information on the IAI visit http://www.iai.uk.com. 

Membership of The Institute Section of the Guild of Architectural Ironmongers is open only to those individuals actively engaged in the architectural ironmongery industry that have either gained the GAI Diploma or had such practical training and a minimum of ten years experience.
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