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STILL BUSINESS AS USUAL WITH MANDATORY CE MARKING
Following a vote in the European Parliament in January ratifying the Construction Products Regulations, it will become mandatory for fire and escape route doorsets to be CE Marked (if they fall within the scope of a published harmonised standard) from July 2013. The Guild of Architectural Ironmongers (GAI) and other UK industry partners have worked tirelessly to ensure flexibility has been retained to allow the interchangeability of hardware. This allows Architectural Ironmongers to continue to use their expertise and professionalism to schedule hardware on a door by door basis as before. Only doorsets are affected by the regulations. Door assemblies, which constitute the vast majority of UK fire door sales, remain unaffected.
Even though AIs will still be able to continue to schedule ironmongery for Internal, External, fire and escape doors in the same bespoke way that they have always done, the introduction of the new regulations on CE marking in 2013 will bring significant changes to the industry and AIs should start now to adjust and adapt their business models to take advantage of the new circumstances. 

The scheduling of a fire doorset will allow some interchangeability of hardware items, which has been made possible through the use of Extended Application of test results (Exap) standards. These standards give details about what can and cannot be changed on a CE marked doorsets. An AI supplying hardware for fire doorsets which are to be CE marked will need to ensure the hardware is acceptable under the Exap assessment rules and may need further information from a Notified Body.

The GAI is working hard to ensure that AIs are clear about what the new regulations mean for their businesses and is striving to achieve total clarification on the fine detail of the Exaps. “There has been much misunderstanding of what these new regulations will mean to the AI industry,” says GAI Chief Executive Gary Amer, “But in short, AIs will be able to continue to do business exactly as they do today. By far the majority of hardware sold in the UK today is for use on door assemblies and an AI will still be able to sell hardware for use on CE marked doorsets, by using the Exaps.”

The GAI’s architectural ironmonger members are trained and skilled at specifying the hardware – hinges, seals, handles, closers and the like – which make fire doors operate efficiently and save lives in the event of fire. A fire door scheduled with the correct hardware by a qualified and experienced Architectural Ironmonger should be simple and appropriate for anyone to use, young and old, able or less able. 

The GAI represents the majority of architectural ironmongers in the UK as well as the leading manufacturers of architectural door and window hardware. The GAI also administers the benchmark qualifications for professional architectural ironmongers and is dedicated to raising specification standards and encouraging best practice in all aspects of this sector. For more information visit www.gai.org.uk .
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