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NEW HANDLE STANDARD FAILS TO GET A GRIP

In March 2010 the latest revision of EN 1906 was published (BS EN 1906:2010) to address the fire requirements of European member counties for lever handles and knob furniture. However, the new standard contains a few errors and still leaves some questions unanswered and the GAI is urging specifiers to consult a qualified architectural ironmonger to answer questions about this important area of door hardware. 
The latest revision which makes provision for the German market where there is a requirement for hardware to be operable after a fire. To that end Annex C now includes a category ‘C’ which sets out the criteria for this requirement although the UK only requires hardware up to grade B. 

The new BS EN 1906 requires the inclusion of a reference to EN1906 along with the accompanying 8 digit classification box, plus either the manufacturing date or code either on the accompanying literature of printed on the box or label.

“As is so often the case when a new standard or revision is published in the complex architectural ironmongery arena, more questions are raised than are answered,” comments GAI Chief Executive Gary Amer. “That’s why it’s more important than ever to consult a qualified AI whose job it is to stay abreast of these standards and can advise on how to ensure full compliance.”
The GAI recommends that they consult an architectural ironmongery company that is a GAI Member and which has diploma-qualified or Registered Architectural Ironmongers (RegAI) on its staff. Specifiers and contractors looking for guidance can find a qualified architectural ironmonger by visiting the GAI web site www.gai.org.uk. They can lead customers through the labyrinth of standards to ensure a total compliance.

The GAI represents the majority of architectural ironmongers in the UK as well as the leading manufacturers of architectural door and window hardware. The GAI also administers the benchmark qualifications for professional architectural ironmongers and is dedicated to raising specification standards and encouraging best practice in all aspects of this sector. For more information visit www.gai.org.uk .
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