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GETTING A HANDLE ON HANDRAILS
The Guild of architectural ironmongers (GAI) is warning architects and specifiers of changes to Approved Document M (ADM) which impacts on handrail design and specification.

Since the publication of the latest edition of ADM in 2004, there has been an element of uncertainty amongst designers, specifiers, building control enforcers, suppliers, installers and clients as to the agreed and accepted design for handrails. The GAI is urging architects and specifiers to contact a qualified architectural ironmonger to assist them in making the correct, compliant choices.
The original guidance in ADM was in conflict with the dimensions published in BS 8300:2001 upon which the majority of specifiers and enforcers depended for an acceptable interpretation of the Requirements. The Department of Communities and Local Government has now issued a clarification in the form of Frequently Asked Questions – Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and Part M. The FAQs offer specifiers guidance on handrail shape and design, dimensions, visual contrast, touch qualities and spacings. 

The GAI’s members are trained and skilled at specifying and designing handrails, which, when designed correctly, should be appropriate for anyone to use, young and old, able or less able without compromising on aesthetics. 

For specifiers, facilities managers, interior designers and  building owners concerned about complying with the Equality Act and ADM, the GAI recommends that they consult an architectural ironmongery company that is a GAI Member and which has diploma-qualified or Registered Architectural Ironmongers (RegAI) on its staff. Specifiers and contractors looking for guidance can find a qualified architectural ironmonger by visiting the GAI web site www.gai.org.uk. They can lead customers through the labyrinth of standards to ensure a total compliance.

The GAI represents the majority of architectural ironmongers in the UK as well as the leading manufacturers of architectural door and window hardware. The GAI also administers the benchmark qualifications for professional architectural ironmongers and is dedicated to raising specification standards and encouraging best practice in all aspects of this sector. For more information visit www.gai.org.uk .
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