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GETTING A HANDLE ON DOORS IN SCHOOLS
Architectural Ironmongery – the hardware on a door such as locks, handles, hinges and closers – may seem at first glance to be pretty inconsequential items. But the fire safety, security and accessibility of a whole building depend on the correct door hardware being designed, specified, installed and, importantly, maintained. This is especially critical for school projects where a combination of high usage, rough treatment, and the highest required standards can place the specifier under pressure when considering door hardware.

The door is almost unique as a moving part of a building with which every visitor comes into contact with on every visit. And its variety of design possibilities makes it an important style statement for every building scheme. A door which functions well on all these levels, as well as being pleasing to the eye, sets the tone for the whole structure. 

Perhaps the most important role that doors and their associated hardware play in a school setting is in fire safety: to restrict the initial development of a fire, restrict the spread of fire, and protect escape routes. Since 2006, responsibility for maintaining fire and escape doors as part of that system has been placed firmly with the building owners thanks to the introduction of the RRO (Regulatory Reform Order) which came into effect in October of that year. The RRO – which applies to England and Wales – covers the fire safety duties required to protect the “relevant person” – pupils, staff and visitors. Building owners must show that they have carried out a risk assessment on their premises – and this includes ensuring that fire and escape doors have the correct hardware fitted and, importantly, appropriately maintained.

In addition, door hardware must allow Access for All under the auspices of the new Equality Act which replaced the Disability Discrimination Act in October 2010. The issue of accessibility of buildings falls under the auspices of BS8300 and Approved Document M. In 2009 a revised version of the Code of Practice for BS8300 was published offering guidance 
on specifying architectural ironmongery and doors, including handrail design and fixing, clear widths through doorways, the design of vision panels, and manual door opening and closing furniture. 

The most obvious use of door hardware in schools is security and access control. As well as keeping a school secure when unoccupied, door hardware is critical in protecting data and possessions in school hours – an issue which is more pertinent than ever in this age of increased security concerns and enhanced data protection. This function will become increasingly vital given the ever growing threat of violence, vandalism and theft in our schools.

Specifiers and contractors working on school projects looking for further guidance on the complex area hardware for doors should consult a qualified Architectural Ironmonger. A full list of member companies of the GAI is available at www.gai.org.uk
The Guild of Architectural Ironmongers represents the majority of architectural ironmongers in the UK as well as the leading manufacturers of architectural ironmongery and is dedicated to raising standards and encouraging best practice in all aspects of the sector. Its three-year Education programme, which leads to a Diploma in Architectural Ironmongery sets a benchmark for excellence in the construction industry and the GAI is committed to developing and training AIs continuously throughout their careers.
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